
 
 
 
 
 
WHY BUILDINGS DON’T FALL DOWN: 
Elementary Structural Concepts and Basic Building Forms 
 
This illustrated lecture, geared to a lay audience, and usually delivered at the beginning of 
a series of architectural lectures, is an introduction to the basic forces which act on 
buildings, and the structural systems which have been developed over the millennia to 
resist them, giving neophytes an understanding of the necessities of structure, and how it 
influences building form. 
 
 


